was a product of human rationality comparable to the machines which had enabled so much extraordinary progress to be made in the area of scientific discovery. It was with reference to these codes 
THE ITALIAN PATH
In Italy, the ambiguous formula 'by the grace of God and the will of the Nation', adopted in 1861 to define Those limits which the political thinking of the previous era had propounded as efficacious for so-called absolute sovereigns were, in reality, when compared to democratic power, no longer felt to be acceptable. And to little avail was the observation that it was difficult to realise forms of political representation capable of allowing the volonte generate effectively to correspond to that of the citizens, or at any rate to that of the large majority.
Nevertheless, for many years, needs of a practical nature necessitated the limitation of the suffrage to information based on the census, the maintenance of unelected second chambers, the royal prerogative and other constitutional rules which set aside either completely, or at any rate in part, any balanced form of representation, so as to render even more unrealistic the qualification 'democratic' to those regimes which operated in many European states during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. And, obviously, among these, were those cases where the ancien regime was 'restored', or even more insidiously which were presented as plebiscite democracies (also known as 'Bonapartism'), where the citizens' will was interpreted by the unchallengeable decisions of a monarch or dictator. Even when the development of political parties had opened up the prospect of new opportunities for democratic life, dissatisfaction with institutions was never entirely eliminated, despite some changes in the approach to representation which the followers of the Enlightenment had proposed.
US MODEL
Checks on the constitutionality of laws in the US initially came into existence in an environment influenced by a natural law conception of rights, in a model that rejected any absolute power and instead recognised the existence of human rights as inviolable and inalienable.
During the twentieth century, however, the increasingly obvious inadequacy of these approaches based as they were on a combination of 
